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One of Winter Park driving
instructor Eddie Felicia-
no’s recent success sto-

ries involves an 88-year-old man
at risk of losing his drivers li-
cense.

The student had avoided a
head-on collision but in doing so,
he ran his car off the road. That’s
when state motor-vehicles offi-
cials compelled Orlando’s Gerald
Cope to prove he was still a capa-
ble driver. Feliciano helped Cope,
who has been driving since age 14,
prepare for those tests.

“He had no problem. He drove
better than I did,” said Feliciano,
who operates Road Ready Watch-
dog Driving School based in Win-

ter Park and gave Cope a few
pointers. “I actually went to his
road test, and he passed.”

The story illustrates that not all
elderly drivers are unfit to get be-
hind the wheel. In fact, Feliciano
suspects many become targets of
law enforcement just because
they have a “head of white hair.”

Fair or not, scrutiny often falls
on Florida’s senior drivers when-
ever one is involved in a fatal
wreck or a crash that gains pub-
licity for some other reason. Late
last month, an 81-year-old driver
in Lake Placid failed to yield
while turning onto a rural high-
way and hit the side of a tour bus,
causing it to roll. Two people died.

And the driver’s age was a 

Seniors’ low car-accident rates dispel myths

Manfred Lude adjusts his rearview mirror as he goes for a drive with
son-in-law Eddie Feliciano of Road Ready Watchdog Driving School.
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Statistics from 2008 show that the 
state’s youngest drivers are more 
likely to get into wrecks, including 
fatal ones, than drivers 90 and older.
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By Anthony Colarossi
ORLANDO SENTINEL

As SeaWorld and the
team of outside experts

it has assembled comb
through the company’s safe-
ty policies following last
week’s fatal killer-whale ac-
cident, they face an impor-
tant question: How close is
too close for the trainers
who work with the com-
pany’s biggest orca?

SeaWorld has long re-

stricted its trainers from
swimming with Tilikum,
the 6-ton killer whale that
pulled trainer Dawn Bran-
cheau to her death last
week. But it does allow them
to work with the animal
from shallow ledges built
into the sides of its tanks.

What’s more, SeaWorld
also permits trainers to lie
down in that shallow water
with Tilikum and other or-

Trainers, orcas: How close is too close?
By Jason Garcia
ORLANDO SENTINEL

Tilikum, who killed trainer Dawn Brancheau, will be kept out of
performances until a review of safety procedures is done. 
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Kassab: SeaWorld’s openness is good, B5
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A man in line at a Publix
supermarket south of down-
town Orlando critically
wounded a cashier inside the
store Tuesday night, then
killed himself in the parking
lot, a police spokeswoman
said. 

Shots erupted about 8 p.m.
at the store on South Orange
Avenue near Michigan
Street, Sgt. Barbara Jones
said. Police think the shoot-
ing was an act of domestic vi-
olence, though they were still
sorting out the relationship
between the gunman and his
victim early today.

The man fired at the cash-
ier, then ran outside, wit-
nesses said. When a police of-
ficer on patrol confronted
him, the man turned the gun

on himself, Jones said. 
The gunman was taken to

Orlando Regional Medical
Center, where he was pro-
nounced dead. The cashier
was being treated for life-
threatening injuries at the
same hospital. 

The names of the gunman
and cashier had not been re-
leased early today. 

The gunfire caused panic 
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Man in line 
at supermarket
shoots cashier,
kills himself 
By Susan Jacobson and
Willoughby Mariano
ORLANDO SENTINEL
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TALLAHASSEE

Gov. Charlie Crist spent his final
State of the State address Tuesday

in campaign mode, defending political
pragmatism over ideology and present-
ing himself as a problem-solver in im-
plicit contrast to his U.S. Senate prima-
ry opponent, Marco Rubio.

The speech is a Tallahassee tradition,
coming as legislators return to the state
capital for the kickoff of the 60-day legis-
lative session. But the content of the gov-
ernor’s address was anything but the
traditional laundry list of policy propos-
als.

Crist’s speech, which drew polite ap-
plause from a joint session of the Legis-
lature, seemed crafted from start to fin-
ish as a rebuttal to fellow Republican 

PLEASE SEE LEGISLATURE, A5

Crist touts role
as ‘problem-solver’ 
By Josh Hafenbrack
TALLAHASSEE BUREAU

Legislature 2010

Crist: ‘Problem-
solvers recognize
that important
achievements
often require
consensus.’ 
■ 2 key education
bills could lead to
dramatic changes
in teacher-pay
plans and high-
school graduation
requirements, B1

Juicy news! The best strawberries of the season are here. 
Hurry in and enjoy.

Visit publix.com/atseasonspeak to learn more and sign up 
for email and text alerts about your favorite fruits.
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